
Dear Readers,

 

The Severed Land is a novel that came out of nowhere and surprised me. I had thought my 

writing life was over when The Limping Man, part three of the Salt trilogy, was published 

in 2010. I had no ideas for any more, although I did scribble a couple of memoirs, just for 

reading in my family. But no novels came, so I said, That's that, I've done my work, and I hung 

up my pen.

 

But several years later I began to be troubled, almost haunted, by a strange character sitting 

high in a tree, watching something a long way off, all day long. No more than that — a girl in a 

tree. I tried to forget her but I could not. Who was she? What was she watching? I did not think 

actively about it but simply wondered, and slowly, very slowly, a story began to emerge. And 

here it is: The Severed Land. I found out who the girl was — Fliss, a runaway slave girl — and 

what she watched, and the danger she was in, and the safe place she had found. A novel began 

to grow. I hope you'll like it. I loved writing it and loved finding out more about Fliss. She's 

tough and clever, she's a thief without peer, and she takes no nonsense from anyone. Some 

might call her an action hero, and the Americans perhaps a kick-ass girl. (I prefer kick-arse.)

 

With the runaway boy with two names, Kirt and Keef, who's not a slave but comes from a 

family that owns them, she sets out on a quest she does not understand, from the safe land 

behind the invisible wall, down to the dangerous flatlands, where the River Spool snakes 

towards the murderous city of Galp; and there . . . but I'll leave you to find that out. A man 

called Mutch joins them. Where did he come from? I'm not sure. The story needed him and 

there he was, emerging from the dark on the deck of a battered scow lumbering down-river to 

Galp. And the blind girl, Lorna . . . but no more. The story grows and Fliss grows with it, in 

the land that's cut in two: The Severed Land.

 

This novel joins my earlier ones of the fantasy adventure sort: Under the Mountain (I meet 

adults these days who read that book as children and have never forgotten it), the O trilogy and 

the Salt trilogy. All these are still available and still read. The Severed Land, to my mind, is just 

as exciting. It's a strong story, cruel at times, violent at times, as the characters run headlong 

into the tyranny, the evil and the greed that flourish in the teeming city of Galp.

 

It's my last, I think. But I've said that before . . .

 

Maurice Gee


